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“D” is the tattoo letter for 2016 

The above photo was copied from Dexter Cattle Company’s Facebook page. Thanks to Mike 

Lafortune for the message that there were lots of pics available on Instagram (of which I don’t have 

an account) but found them on Facebook as well.  

Please be sure to get your votes in for the constitutional 

changes that are before the board and discussed during 

the AGM. 
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 Hello, I am Anne Smyth, your newly elected director (by proc-
lamation), Vice-President. More on that later. 
I hosted the AGM this year in Kelowna, BC on September 17. It 
was a pleasurable experience and I think we all enjoyed our-
selves.  
I have a small herd of Dexters; three registered cows, a regis-
tered bull and their calves. I sell the weanlings each fall and 
look forward to the claves arriving in spring. Registration of 
calves was discussed at the AGM and I think there is a lot of 
merit in doing so. We can preserve and enhance our gene pool 

when we know the lineage of our breeding stock.  
Addressing my position as Vice-President, the process od my being “elected” by 
proclamation is troublesome to me as, in actuality, I have volunteered for the job. 
One other member besides me stepped forward to stand as a member of the 
board foe which two positions were being vacated. Therefore, no election took 
place and no contest was held to fill these vital positions on the board. Conse-
quently, you members have “elected” me to stand as your vice-president. Now, I 
will do my best to fulfil my obligations to this position, but I in no way feel quali-
fied to be in it. I am going to approach this tern with the best of intentions to 
learn what my obligations are and what the position entails. I will enthusiastical-
ly promote the Dexter breed of cattle.  
As winter approaches, we have a lot of preparation and planning in order for the 
season to peacefully pass. I wish you all a happy fall.  

Anne Smyth 

Vice-President 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

NEW MERCHANDISE 

Are you looking for a way to support the Dexter Association AND 

receive a very useful item for yourself or to put in a stocking, 4H tack 

box,  gift to your cattle buyers or  retailers? The club has got you cov-

ered! $20 plus shipping gives 

you a multi-tool that includes 

a belt case, hammer, pliers, 

wire cutter, nail file, flat heat 

screw driver, bottle opener, 

can opener, saw, serrated 

blade, Phillips head screw 

driver, blade and wrench. It is 

branded with the Canadian 

Dexter Cattle logo and is a 

great item to keep you in your 

buyers minds as well as have 

around the farm. 

 Please contact Sera Fradgley (sera@albertaroots.com) to purchase - 

limited quantity available. Thank you for supporting your associa-

tion!  
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Hello! 
My name is Sera Fradgley and I will be your new promotional items director.  I send a very big thank 
you to Cathy Heinzelman for her past service to the club in this role!! I will be working with Doug and 
Jessica Chaplin from BC to bring you some new promotional items. With this, I ask you (BEG you) to 
please take a minute to contact me and tell me what you would buy for your restaurants, cattle buy-
ers, yourselves, etc. so that we can serve you better! My email is sera@albertaroots.com and I would 
really appreciate your feedback and suggestions! 
I will share a little about my family and I and I hope it will encourage you to do the same. Our news-
letter needs submissions from all of us to be dynamic. Please consider sending in a submission right 
now - just pause here and send Brenda an e-mail! pollard.b82@gmail.com you can share about your 
family, Dexters or any homesteading stories or tips that the rest of us can benefit from. Thank you in 
advance for taking the time to do this! Now a bit about myself... 
 My husband Brian and I have been married over 14 years and have 3 boys and 1 girl aged 4-8. We 
purchased our farm back in 2009 as I always wanted a farm growing up and wanted to raise our chil-
dren in a rural setting. Our farm in Acme, Alberta was previously a turkey farm and we started here 
with dogs before we added some chickens and cats. After being dissatisfied with commercial beef, I 
started researching cattle breeds so that we could grow our own beef organically and humanely. Brian 
and I settled on the Dexter breed and have not looked back. We started with one cow and a calf three 
years ago and now we have 11 Dexters. We have also added 4 horses during this time as well as 6 
honeybee colonies. I really enjoy the animals and bees, homeschooling our children and being in-
volved in our local church and community. My passion is for local, sustainable food and farm direct 
sales. I hope to bring other new farmers and soon to be farmers to our club through sharing the bene-
fits of this amazing breed. 
I look forward to hearing from you! 

Sera Fradgley 

   

DIRECTORS’ REPORT 
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DIRECTOR REPORT 

The first few days of October, completely forgot about something for the next newsletter. 
Good job we got a reminder from Brenda to get on with it – Thanks Brenda. 
The AGM in Kelowna was another road trip for Janice and myself, we managed to get some help looking after the animals so we 
were able take a long weekend for the trip out West. 
The drive from Saskatoon to Kelowna takes around thirteen hours so you have to pack quite a few sandwiches for that long of a 
trip and as always the scenery is spectacular and diverse. 
Watching the combines working on the dry prairies to the tractors and balers of lush green forage in the foothills is always inter-
esting to see, as is the sprawling concrete metropolis of Calgary and streams of vehicle’s and their occupants texting while driving! 
The ring road soon got us back to onto highway number one and then onwards through the mountain passes. 
An overnight stop at Heather Mountain lodge in between Golden and Revel stoke and the superb evening meal served, was en-
joyed by the both of us. 

We could have stayed there longer but we had to keep moving, next stop 
Kelowna. 
The pre- AGM get together was great as was the beer and wine, new people 
to meet, and stories to tell, Thanks to Anne and Doug for being the hosts. 
Their farm surrounded by wine and apples (cider) no wonder you are all a 
happy bunch out there. 
I am sure other people will write about the meeting for the newsletter so I 
will not bore you all with my ranting about it. 
The trip back to Saskatoon was just as interesting, we got back home ok, the 
cows didn’t miss us at all! 
Cheers to you all 

Nick Woodhouse 

Director’s Report for AGM Sept. 2016 

Hello from the Cariboo! I am home after a weekend in the Okanagan at the AGM, where we had a pretty good attendance of 
members. I have to thank Anne Smyth for setting up all the locations and meals, and also for volunteering to let her name 
stand as a Director, there’s a new Board and we look forward to new ideas and fresh faces. It’s always interesting at the AGM’s 
to meet the folks that form this association, from all different walks of life with different plans for their cows-from a backyard 
milker to a beef herd with organic status…lots of personalities and levels of experience. I have to say that our new conference 
call phone system seemed to work well, at least on our end. We enjoyed the speakers on Saturday afternoon…again, lots of 
different ideas and information being dispensed, about the Verified Beef Program, the Environmental Farm Program, and fi-
nance for farmers- all pertinent information that is accessible across the country. One comment that Lynn had was that funders 
(banks) look to risk management as a tool in decision making for money, and the VBP and EFP are programs that banks like to 
see on applications. 
I have served as Director for several years and have now stepped down. I have also passed along the Committee of Promotion-
al Items to the new Director Sera Fradgely, and the work to Jessy and Doug Chaplin of Smithers, BC.  I am happy to answer any 
questions, but would refer to Ron Black as our long-term Secretary/Treasurer who knows the history of the CDCA and most of 
the wrinkles, as well as the connection with CLRC. Also, I would like to commend Betty and Lisa at the CLRC office for helping 
with all sorts of queries with so much patience. I also wish Adrian Hykaway a happy retirement from the Board, he’s served 
many years as President and has taken the CDCA through the changes from microsatellite DNA to SNP, as well as representing 
the CDCA at the Canadian Beef Breeds Council to negotiate fee rebates and funding, and attendance at CLRC meetings. Thank 
you, Adrian. 
Volunteers are a huge part of our association; there’s not a lot of work to do, but many hands make light work. I also wish to 
thank the donors of items for our Silent Auction, and all the folks that bid on items to help cover the costs for the AGM.  
Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine Heinzelman 

Past Director  

PAST DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

9 of the 13 calves at Ribble 

Eden Farm.  (Nick Woodhouse) 
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FROM A MEMBER 

The life and times of a city dweller turned country 
 
It seems like forever ago that we lived in the city. As the 7 year farmiversary just passed, I reminisce about how 
this farm has evolved. When we arrived here we brought only our 6- pack of Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs. They 
loved to run and explore all the facets of the farm. It was new and exciting for all of us! There were many empty 
barns, a feed mill, an ancient hog barn turned treasure barn… so many things to explore! 
 
As time went on, and the horse barn sat empty, I thought I should probably fill it so I decided a dual purpose 
chicken breed would be in order! After some research i decided on Buff Orpington.  Being kind and as used to 
my whims as my husband is, he let me proceed with my plan. we raised those chicks organic and free range and 
when it came time to butcher them we had no idea what we were doing so we found a neighbour to do them. 
After a couple weeks I found the courage to make one of these roosters for dinner. Brian and I were happy that 
we produced our own food and we sat down to eat our homegrown chicken and potatoes… and it was tough 
and terrible! after a few more roos, i decided we would get meat chickens for meat and egg chickens for eggs1 
The next year I thought milk would be amazing and started researching breeds. Upon receiving an info package 
from the Dexter club and seeing the article about milking I was sold on the breed! I searched and could not find 
a trained cow and was not confident enough to train my own so as I kept looking I eventually found a trained 
milk cow! We introduced our pregnant Willow to the farm and she had her calf later that year; Norman (the 
name we give to all our eating beef). I was worried she would be lonely so I convinced my husband we needed a 
Haflinger pony. 
The next year a dairy friend did an AI for us and Norman 2 was born the following year. That year we realized it 
would be hard to keep breeding this way so we decided to increase our herd and bought 3 cow calf pairs. After 
some major fence jumping from our bull we realized we had lots to learn and would need to increase our fenc-
ing as we had a couple teen pregnancies and we lost calves this year because of him breeding in the wrong 
month. That was a hard year. 

 
Looking around Kijiji I found the cutest curly filly 
and a well broke mare that I decided we just had 
to have. I think my husband was sort of on board 
for the mare as she is the only horse rideable 
around here. 
My husband feeds and waters the animals all win-
ter since he is a much better tractor driver than I 
and I have 4 littles to care for. Since he does most 
of those chores he was not excited when I told 
him last year we should get bees…  I have enjoyed 
the bees and started cutting them out of peoples 
barns and houses. It has been a fun hobby and I 
cannot wait for summer again to go and collect 
some more colonies! Check us out on Facebook 
“o Bee Hive” 
 
Last week I was looking into pigs after speaking to 
some other people at the AGM. This week I have 
red wattle pigs coming to Alberta from Ontario. 
(this is Charlotte) 
After nearly 18 years together my husband has 
learned to accept my whims/ADD/spontaneity 
and we are still happily married. Who knows what 
next month will bring! Happy Homesteading to 
you from all of us at Alberta Roots Farm! 
 

Sera Fradgley 



Please have articles to  
Brenda Pollard by: 
February 25  August 25 
May 25   November 25 

This will help with how swiftly 
you will receive your copy. 
Thank you 

FROM THE EDITOR 
Here I am, late again. This past month 
has been a trying one. We got snow 
on the 5th of October here in good 
old Saskatchewan. It stayed and was 
cold for close to three weeks. Harvest 
was put on hold for those who were 

unlucky enough to not get finished in September. 
The cows were wanting to come home and the 
weekend that we were finally able to get them 
here was 5 trailer trips in mud and muck. The com-
bination of snow on the ground and about a half 
inch of rain, made for a very wet and chilly job. 
We managed to get them where we needed them 
and the following weekend found us weaning the 
calves.  Seems like there are never ending jobs to 
get done and no time to do them. We even man-
aged to get the square bales hauled in and 
stacked. We don’t put up many, but they are easi-
er to feed to the goats, sheep and Old Shorty, who 
will be living in the barn this winter.  
Now at the beginning of November, we have been 
experiencing double digit temperatures and the 
harvest has resumed for some. As long as it goes 
through the combine, the guys are taking it off. 
Grain dryers will be running fast and furious no 
doubt.  
Hopefully we are able to get the yard work done 
that we have wanted to get done before the snow 
does come to stay.   
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Adri-
an and Cathy on their service to the association 
and welcome our new directors, Sera Fradgley and 
Anne Smyth. It is also time for others to start to 
consider if they will step up and become a director 
as there will be two directors whose terms are due 
to expire in 2017.  
Please feel free to send submissions for the news-
letter at any time. So far I have never had too 
much to put in and it would be nice to have a file 
overflowing with articles and pictures. I have 
threatened once before that I will start at the top 
of the membership list and personally email mem-
bers asking for a breeder profile. Yes, you may 
have sent one ages ago, but we all know that 
things change.   
There has also been talk of just publishing a news-
letter in a magazine format only once a year. How 
do you really feel about that and what would you 
really like to see happen within the association? 
Your board of directors need input, and this has 
been said time and time again. Sometimes it is 
hard to have a vision if there are no questions and 
concerns given.  Ideas  are always welcomed.  

What  do you really think? 
 

Brenda Pollard 

FROM THE SECRETARY: 
As I write this report, I am also in the midst of preparing the 
minutes of the recent Annual Meeting in Kelowna. Those will be 
sent out shortly from here at the office along with the ballots 
for all members to vote on the two proposed by-law amend-
ments that were discussed at the Annual Meeting. Please watch 
for that envelope and be sure to return your ballots. The by-
laws require at least a 25% response rate. 
The Annual Meeting was, I feel, a success, thanks to the efforts 
put forth by Anne Smyth, assisted by Cathy Heinzelman to or-
ganize the meeting, the meals, and the speakers. Anne and her 
husband, Doug, were very gracious hosts on both Friday even-
ing and Saturday afternoon, and I extend my appreciation to 
them. A nice touch was the crate of fresh Okanagan apples that 
someone had graciously provided. As well, there was the beau-
tiful view of Lake Okanagan and the Okanagan Valley that could 
be seen from Anne and Doug’s farm. 
A highlight of the meetings for me was the chance to meet sev-
eral members of the CDCA from British Columbia, as well as 
Sera Fradgley from Alberta, that I had not had the privilege of 
meeting before.   
Personally, I wish to thank Adrian Hykaway and Cathy Heinzel-
man for their service on the Board of Directors for many years. 
You will both be missed on the Board. At the same time, I look 
forward to working with the new directors, Anne Smyth and 
Sera Fradgley, and with the new President, Ian Payne, in the 
coming year.  
I hope that all CDCA members are having a good fall season. 
Thus far, it has been warmer than normal here in Ontario.  
Till next time. 

Sincerely 

Ron Black  

OCTOBER  2016 



october 2016 

Apron: white, with eight inch screened logo on 

bib …..$20 

Shopping bag, red with Dexter logo …………..$5 

Fridge magnet. (ask about bulk pricing)……...$2 

Hats: Ball—cotton, black or dun with Dexter 

logo……$20 

Multi-tool…………………………………………..$20 

Book (Dexter Cattle: A Breeder’s Notebook)..$32 

Shipping included in price, but price may vary. 

Please make cheque payables to: 

Canadian Dexter Cattle Association.   

T-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies available. 

Please ask for sizes that are available. 

To place order, please contact 

Sera Fradgley 

Box 1034 

Acme Alberta 

T0M 0A0 

Phone (406) 546-9226 

E-mail: albertaroots@telus.net 
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GENERAL - The Dexter is a dual purpose 

animal with both beef and dairy qualities. 

In judging, both of these qualities are es-

sential. 

COLOUR - Whole black, red and dun. All 

colours are of equal merit. A small amount 

of white is allowed but only on the under-

line, udder area, organs of generation and 

the tassel of the tail. White forward of the 

navel should be strongly discouraged.  

HEAD – Broad between the eyes tapering 

gracefully toward a broad muzzle. Strong 

jaws with an even bite. Eyes bright and 

prominent. Nostrils should be wide and 

distended. Size of the head in proportion 

to the body.  

NECK - blending well into the shoulders, 

thick but not too short. Head should be 

carried well above the spine. 

HORNS - Dexters may be horned or polled. 

When not disbudded, dehorned or polled 

the horns should be moderately thick with 

an inward¸ slightly upward curve. Bulls 

should not have as much of an upward 

curve as the cow. The removal of the 

horns should not be penalized in the show 

ring.  

BODY – Breast prominent, chest floor wide, 

well sprung ribs, wide across loin, quar-

ters thick and deep, broad hips, well 

rounded fleshy rump. Straight level top-

line with the tail set level with the spine. 

When viewed from the rear, tail should 

run straight from the spine. Straight level 

underline. Good width between the front 

and back legs. Legs should be moderate 

length in proportion to body size, squarely 

placed under the body, wide apart and 

perpendicular when views from the rear. 

Feet should have short toes, be deep 

heeled, and level soled. The length of the 

back from shoulder to tail set should be 

the same or greater than the height of the 

animal at the shoulder.  

Cows – Udder should be well attached, 

high and wide rear attachment, car-

ried well forward. Teats of medium 

size, well placed in the udder, hang 

plumb and are of equal size. Strong 

medial suspensory ligament.  

Bulls – well hung testicles of even size, 

scrotum long and well away from the 

body. 

SKIN – loose and pliable, hair short and sleek 

in summer, longer and thicker in winter.  

WEIGHT AND SIZE - as dual purpose ani-

mals, Dexters should not be overly short 

and leggy. Overly short animals cause 

milking problems and possible mating 

problems. Leggy animals lose the beefy 

qualities. Both extremes should be strong-

ly discouraged.  

Cows – at four years old, cows should not 

exceed 850 pounds. Height should be 

between 36 and 44 inches at the hip. 

Bulls – at four years old, bulls should not 

exceed 1100 pounds. Height should be 

between 38 and 46 inches at the hip. 

Overly large and tall animals or ex-

tremely small, short animals are to be 

strongly discourages as suitable 

breeding stock. Dexters in Canada are 

eligible for registration in accordance 

with the rules set out in the Canadian 

Dexter Cattle Association Constitu-

tion.  

NOTE: Guidelines are for breeding, se-

lecting and judging purposes.  

 



 
 
Canadian Livestock Records Corporation 

CANADIAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSICIATION 
FEE SCHEDULE 
Effective February 27, 2016 

ADD 13% HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF NEW BRUNSWICK, ONTARIO AND NFLD 
ADD 14% HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF P.E.I. 

ADD 15%HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF NOVA SCOTIA 
ADD 5% GST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF ALL OTHER PROVINCES 

MEMBERSHIP 

Annual membership ……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………….$50.00 
Annual membership for a new member or a member rejoining after a lapse of three years or more…………...…$25.00 
Junior membership………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...............……   $5.00 
Associate membership (non-resident) …………………………………………………………………………….………………………...……$50.00 
Registration of animals:  N.B. All male calves must be DNA typed in order to be registered. 
Males and females up to 24 months of age …………………………………………………….….…………………………………...…..…$30.00 
Males and females 24 months and over ………………………………………………………..………………………...………...……....…$40.00 
Registration of CDN born animals previously registered in a recognized foreign association (including all transfers).
……………………..…………………………………………………….….…………………………………………………………………………...…...…...$25.00 
Registration of a CDN born animal previously registered in a recognized foreign association (10 or more in the same 
submission) (including all transfers) ………………………………………………………………...................................................$15.00 
Registration of an imported animal…………………………………………………………..…..…………………………………...……..…...$50.00 
Registration or transfer of an embryo…………………………………………………………..…………………………………….…….….….$15.00 
Change of name of recorded animal ………………………………………………………………....…………………….…………..………...$30.00 
Registration of a herd name (prefix)………………………………………………………………..…………………………..………………....$20.00 
Registration of tattoo letters……………………………...…………………..………………..………..…………………………..…………..…..$20.00 
Transfer of a herd name……………………………...…………………..……………………………………………………………….……….…...$25.00 
Registration of lease………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….…...$30.00 
Transfer of tattoo letters ………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………….…………....$25.00 
Transfer of ownership (live animals)…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………....$25.00 
Transfer of ownership of 5 to 10 animals form same seller to same buyer in same submission……….……..……....$20.00 
Transfer of ownership of 11 animals of more from the same seller to same buyer in same submission ….………$17.50 
Each transfer of lease or ownership to windup an estate or where a parent takes a son/daughter into partnership, 
or where a son or daughter enters into partnership with a parent to one of his/her children, or forms an incorpo-
rated company within an immediate family, or where a partnership is dissolved & a transfer made of the partner-
ship animals to one of more continuing partners, provided there isn’t financial consideration involved………….$12.50  
Replacement of lost or unobtainable certificates……………………………………………………………………………………………..$20.00 
New certificates………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…...$20.00 
Reject fee …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….$15.00 
Rush fee (except for export)…………………………………………………………………...…………………………………………….………...$15.00 
SNP DNA and GENETIC TESTING 
Basic Parentage SNP DNA ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$30.00 
Microsatellite & SNP DNA ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………….$60.00 
PHA Bull Test …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$35.00 
Red Colour Test ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…….$30.00 
NON MEMBERS 

Fees are double that of members’ fees for all transactions 
Subscription to newsletter only (snail mail)…………………..………………………………….............................................$15.00 

IF AN ANIMAL IS SOLD BEFORE BEING REGISTERED, THE REGISTRATION AND EACH  
CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP IS CHARGED FOR AT THE REGULAR RATE. 

Fees are to be paid by VISA, Master Card, or by cheque or money order payable to:  
CANADIAN LIVESTOCK RECORDS CORPORATION, 2417 HOLLY LANE, OTTAWA, ON  K1V 0M7 

Telephone: (877)833-7110 or (613) 731-7110 Fax (613)731-0704 
E-mail: clrc@clrc.ca Internet www.clrc.ca 
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