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FROM THE PRESIDENT
By Adrian Hykaway
I want to thank Pieter Wilke in South Africa 

for sending me a copy of a South African publi-
cation Farmer’s Weekly magazine with the great 
article about Dexter cattle in South Africa.  Pieter 
also sent a short letter saying he had the wonder-
ful opportunity of visiting Canada twice – once 
travelling from Vancouver to Edmonton and 
once in Ottawa, both times attending livestock 
related conferences, and I’m glad to hear that he 
had a positive experience in Canada. Thanks to 
the editor of Farmer’s Weekly, the article is re-
printed in this newsletter and I’m sure you will 
find it very interesting. We all know the great 
benefits of owning Dexters and it is a never-end-
ing task of getting the word out to the public that 
there is a breed of cattle called Dexter. 

In general, the prices for the large breeds of 
cattle is the highest it’s been in years, but the 
Dexters are still being discounted at the auction 
marts, so it is still a strug-
gle for Dexter owners to 
get a reasonable price 
for their Dexters. We all 
know there are people out 
there that don’t want buy 
or own registered Dexters 
as they are only going to 
raise freezer beef or com-
mercial animals but this 
limits them to that narrow 
avenue. With registered 
animals as the founda-
tion stock of your herd, 
the sales avenue is more 
diverse, from freezer beef 
and milking cows, semen 
sales, breeding stock 
in Canada and export-
ing to other countries. I 
have sold non-registered 
breeding bulls in the past 
but will no longer do that as I feel that it doesn’t 
benefit the new owner, the Dexter breed or me. 
When I see unregisterable Dexters for sale, I 
look at them as freezer beef possibilities and the 
price has to fit into my price for Dexter beef in 
a package and not as possible breeding stock to 
create more freezer beef. I don’t see myself in 
the future going to auction marts if I need extra 
Dexters for the freezer market as I would prefer 
to buy from known CDCA member breeders, as 
I need to know how the Dexters were raised so 
I can be confident that I am selling good quality 
Dexter beef to my customers.

This year’s CDCA annual general meet-
ing on August 17, 18, 19 is in Moncton, New 
Brunswick. This will be the first time it is held 
in the Maritimes. We have tried to centralize in 
the past or because most of the directors were 
located in one area or another, but we found that 
didn’t make much difference as to the number 
of members attending. Director Jason Beaton is 
working on keeping the cost of the official meet-
ing to a bare minimum and the only big costs 
will be for the directors to get there, which in the 
past has been mostly at their own expense with a 
very small honorarium provided by the CDCA.  
There is a lot of interest in the Dexter breed in 
the Maritimes and we hope that Jason will be 
able to attract local interest to attend the AGM. 
I know he is looking for more Dexters, this time 
from the West for himself and other buyers if he 
can work out all the details of getting them from 
here to the far east of Canada. In the past, people 

have stated the AGM is 
cost prohibitive but it 
will be wonderful place 
to visit. Make it into a 
vacation (we are), and 
the AGM portion can be 
written off against farm 
expenses even if you are 
a restricted farmer (that 
is, if your other income 
is higher than your farm 
income). 

The last topic I will 
mention is the survey. 
The board has put a lot 
of thought into putting 
the survey together and 
hopefully it is not just set 
aside and not returned. 
We tried to keep it short 
so as not to overburden 
you with umpteen ques-

tions and yet we want to get a feel from you of 
what the CDCA can do for you and possibly 
what you would like to do for the CDCA. Un-
fortunately, our funds are limited and we don’t 
see our income dramatically rising but maybe 
with your survey reply and ideas we can make 
the CDCA and the Dexter breed more widely 
known and accepted as a breed that offers an al-
ternative to the large breeds in the cattle industry. 

Hope you have a safe and successful calving 
season,

Laboratories for PHA Testing
There are three laboratories in the 

U.S. that can be used to test for PHA 
and the CLRC will accept the results 
from any one of these laboratories – 
Agrigenomics, Igenity and UC Davis. 
The easiest way right now is to go to 
the American Dexter Cattle Associa-
tion website, click on “testing,” scroll 
down to the websites of these labs, 
click on one and follow their instruc-
tions. The fees right now are $25 to 
$26 US, depending on which lab you 
use. I will contact these labs and get 
their permission so we can have them 
listed in the newsletter and the web-
site.  According to the CDCA constitu-
tion, all bulls born after Jan. 1, 2011 in 
order to be registered must be PHA 
tested and the test results must be 
PHA negative. See Ron Black, page 4.

Adrian
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FROM THE DIRECTORS

By Brenda Pollard
Well, here we are with wonderful weath-

er. We have only suffered one week of below 
minus 30C temperatures in January. The 
buses ran, though, as there wasn’t a wind 
when we left in the morning. There were 
some kids that were a little upset with us, 
and one even said that if there was 20 feet 
of snow, John would find a way to his house. 
Now is that confidence in your driver or was 
that sarcasm? 

We also made a difficult decision with the 
Charolais herd and let them go this winter. 
We were lucky and were able to leave them 
on pasture until Jan. 2, advertised them on 
Kijiji and within two days, they were sold 
and a week later went to their new home. 
Once things got in motion, it went fast and 

was complete on the last day of January. We 
miss seeing them in the feeding ground but 
the Dexters have taken up residence there 
now. We are expecting our first baby Dexter 
as early as Feb. 27.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Graham for all his work on the news-
letter as well as his patience with me for late 
submissions. It seems that the more time you 
think you have, the busier you are and the 
time is gone before you know it. If it is not on 
a list of things to do, I don’t get it done when 
it should be.

As I write this on Feb. 12, we are experi-
encing a bit of a cold snap again, but the fore-
cast looks excellent for the next two weeks. 
The cold weather seems to arrive just in time 
for the Edam Curling Club’s ladies bonspiel 

(which was this weekend). My sister (Janet), 
my daughter (Leslie) and Janet’s sister-in-
law (Sonia) come to Edam from Abernathy, 
Meadow Lake and Spiritwood to curl with 
me and we managed to take second in the 
first event this year. For a crew that only curl 
together once a year, we do not do too bad 
and have a good time. 

I sincerely hope that members answer the 
survey that is being sent out. It is very hard to 
know which way to take the association if we 
don’t get input from the members. What may 
be the vision of a few may not be the vision 
of others. To create a strong and stable asso-
ciation, it requires the hard work of everyone 
involved, members and directors.

By Catherine Heinzelman
Hello everyone!
I hope all is well with your Dexter cat-

tle and that the coming calving season will 
be quick and easy. We are looking towards 
having the largest number of calves ever this 
year! I am hoping for a couple of replacement 
heifers as two of our cows are 15 years old, 
and although they seem strong and healthy, 
we know that they will be retiring in the next 
few years.

I was encouraged last fall when I found 
the company that had already done the stitch-
ing logo for the hats and shirts from some 
years back. I ordered some caps and they 
are  getting sold so am ordering some black 

ones next. I also have some of the zipper pulls 
on order, quite sharp looking with the logo. 
Please contact me for prices as there can be 
a bulk discount. I am happy to take sugges-
tions on any promotional items that people 
would wish to have – to hand out to buyers 
or visitors to your farm or to wear with pride 
when out in your community ... and we have 
a wonderful leather worker here in Quesnel 
who can custom-make beautiful Dexter hal-
ters to order.

I am in the process of registering calves 
and the process is not clear in the list of fees 
in the newsletter, so newcomers may find it 
a bit tricky. In order to register bull calves, 
they must have their DNA test recorded. This 

is done through the CDCA, and the registrars 
at Canadian Livestock Records are the people 
to help get that done. Call Lisa or Betty at 
CLRC for help. They are happy to tell you 
how to get the paperwork filled out and where 
to send everything.

I also encourage members to stand up 
and serve their association by becoming in-
volved at the board level. Please consider 
letting your name stand for nomination for 
the AGM.  Any of the current directors will 
be able to tell you how the process works 
and you can add the year of service to your 
resume.

FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT

Catherine
By Jason Beaton
Greetings from Moncton, N.B.
I hope spring is finally starting to come 

around in your part of the world. First I would 
like to introduce myself as one of the new 
board members. My wife, daughter and I live 
on an old homestead outside of Moncton with 
our cows, chickens and dogs. Since purchasing 
the place six years ago, we have been working 
to get the land back into shape and renovate 
the house and outbuildings. With the renova-
tions slowing down this past spring, we finally 
had the time for some animals. It was at this 
point that our research introduced us to the 
impressive little Dexter, which had all the at-
tributes that we were looking for in an animal. 

However, finding Dexters in Eastern Canada 
was no easy task but we did manage to find 
six animals in total. It was at this point that I 
was introduced to the CDCA and let my name 
stand for a director’s position. My goals as a 
director are to learn as much as possible and 
help to promote the breed in Eastern Canada 
where they are essentially unknown.

The other news I have is regarding the 2012 
AGM, which will be held in Moncton. I would 
like to encourage all of the members to attend 
if at all possible as there will be several activ-
ities which should be of interest. First item will 
be a visit to the Experimental Farm in Nappan, 
Nova Scotia, which is the oldest one in the 
country. We are also planning to have a speak-

er from the Nova Scotia Agricultural College 
provide a seminar on the most recent research 
into grazing management and forage. We will 
also have the opportunity to visit the newest 
barns at a local dairy farm, which contain all 
of the latest technology. In addition, there will 
be time to visit some of the local attractions 
such as the tidal bore, the Bay of Fundy (home 
of the highest tides in the world), and of course 
lobster. If there are any items you would like to 
see added, please let me know and I will do my 
best to accommodate.

Thank you and I hope to see you in Au-
gust in Moncton.

Jason

Brenda



CDCA Newsletter March 20124

FROM THE DIRECTORS (cont.)

By Ron Black
Mainly I would remind members that 

if you have not yet renewed your CDCA 
membership for 2012, this is the last issue 
of the newsletter that you will receive. If 
you have not renewed, please take a few 
moments to do so. You can either return the 
renewal notice you received in December 
with a cheque or you can renew online at 
www.clrc.ca/memberenglishrenewal.shtml, 
or you can call 1-877-833-7110 and re-
new by phone with a credit card. Just ask 
to speak to Betty or Lisa. The CDCA 2012 
membership directory will be prepared and 
sent out with the June newsletter, so in or-
der to be on that list, you will need to renew 

by May 1. 
I would also encourage all members to 

take a few moments to answer the survey 
questions that the Board of Directors has 
put together. It is important that the board 
hear from you as to your ideas and opinions 
about the CDCA.  

The Canadian Livestock Records Cor-
poration annual meeting will be held in 
Calgary on March 31, 2012. The CDCA 
board has appointed Allyn Nelson to attend 
that meeting as the CDCA’s representative.  

Enclosed with this newsletter is a re-
quest for this year’s volume of the CDCA 
Herd Book. Please return the form if you 
would like to receive a copy. 

As you will see elsewhere in this news-
letter, the annual meeting of the CDCA 
will be held in the Maritimes for the first 
time in the CDCA’s history. I hope many 
members will make plans to travel to that 
meeting. The Maritimes are beautiful in 
August. 

I am sorry to learn that Kathy Stevenson 
and Graham Dalziel have resigned as web-
master and newsletter editor respectively. 
Both have done a wonderful job, and I have 
enjoyed working with them. 

May you have a great calving season. 
Sincerely,

FROM THE SECRETARY

By Angie Peladeau
It is the beginning of another busy sea-

son here on the farm! In February we had 
our first calf of the year. Xavi, who is a 
first time mom, did a great job. She strug-
gled a little bit and I panicked a little bit 
but with my husband’s help we were both 
OK. Xavi had a beautiful dun heifer calf. 
This is our first dun, so that was a nice 
surprise. I must say, though, that unless I 
have an indoor area dedicated to mom and 
calf, I will not plan for a calf in February 
again. Zoe is now six weeks old and doing 
great.

Fencing projects have now been 
started and some will be finished by 
the time you are reading this. The first 
seedlings of spinach, lettuce, broccoli 
and cabbage have been planted out in 
the greenhouse and are a few inches 
tall. 

Speaking of the garden, I attended a 

Seedy Sunday afternoon in Perth, Ontario 
last Sunday. As I made my way around to 
all of the tables and looked at all of the 
seeds and so on I spotted something that 
caught my eye!

There we were, CDCA sticking right 
out like a sore thumb (see facing photo). 
It was great to see that we were being ad-
vertised! Other organizations are out there 
promoting us! It was none other than Rare 
Breeds. What a great display they had 
available. All kinds of people were stop-
ping and asking questions about differ-
ent animals. I had an opportunity to talk 
with Elwood and Pam for quite some time. 
They certainly are people that are rooting 
for us.

I must say, they seem to be more excit-
ed about us than a lot of our own members 
are. If you have noticed, our newsletter is 
dwindling. We are lacking in people will-
ing to submit articles for publications and 

we do not seem to be getting any participa-
tion at all. If nothing else, I certainly hope 
you will take the time to participate in our 
survey. 

Please keep in mind we are trying to 
figure out what we can do to make this 
association more beneficial to you. We 
want to give you what you want, but if 
we don’t know what you are hoping for 
we cannot do anything. There is some-
thing I was once told, if you do nothing, 
nothing will get done! I think that sums 
it up well.

Last month I offered everyone an op-
portunity to advertise their farm for a full 
month and have a feature story for free. As 
you will see, there has not been anything 
posted on the website. I don’t want any-
one thinking we have forgotten to post it. 
There were no submissions!

Angie

Ron

CDCA members are reminded that any 
bull calves born after Jan. 1, 2011 must have 
PHA test results on file verifying that they are 
free of the PHA (pulmonary hypoplasia with 
anasarca) gene on file at Canadian Livestock 
Records Corporation (CLRC) in order to be 
registered. This means that either the bull 
himself must have been tested or that both of 
his parents have been proven to be free of the 

gene, either by their being tested or by their 
parents being free of the gene. 

To this end, breeders are asked to send 
Canadian Livestock Records Corporation 
a copy of the PHA test results for any and 
all animals that have been tested, including 
those identified as carriers that may have 
been culled as a result. These are needed to 
update the CDCA database at CLRC and thus 

determine which animals still need to actually 
be tested.

At the same time, breeders are asked 
to also send in their chondrodysplasia test 
results so that these may be updated as 
well.

– Ron Black
CLRC General Manager and CDCA 

Secretary-Treasurer.

PHA and chondro results needed
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The Rare Breeds display in Perth, Ontario had the Dexter story front and centre. 
– Supplied photo
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– Reprinted with permission
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CDCA Promotional Items
Apron: White, with eight-inch
screened logo on bib .......................... $20
Bag: Unbleached cotton, Dexter
patch ................................................... $10
BBQ Set: 12-piece stainless,
plastic case ..................................... $32
Hats: Ball – cotton, black or dun
with Dexter logo .................................. $20
Knife: Wood inlay handle, 2¾-inch
blade, in pouch, logo .................................$15

Shipping included in price,
but price may vary. 

Please make cheque payable to
Canadian Dexter Cattle Association

T-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies
available.

To place order, please contact:
Cathy Heinzelman

250-747-3864
nstar@goldcity.net

 Size .................Member Non-Member
 1/8 page ...................$7.35 $14.70
 1/4 page ................. $13.)65 $27.30
 1/2 page ..................$26.25 $52.50
 Full Page ..................$47.25 $94.50
 Business card Member Non-Member
 1 issue ............... $7.35 $14.70
 4 issues ............. $26.25 $52.50

Prices include GST
All ads are printed at the discretion of the CDCA Board of Directors 

All advertising must be PAID IN ADVANCE

Ad Rates

Deadlines for ads:
September issue – Aug. 20
December issue – Nov. 20

March issue – Feb. 20;
June issue – May 20
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Guidelines for Dexters
1. General – The Dexter is a dual purpose animal with both beef and 

dairy qualities. In judging, both of these qualities are essential. 
2. Colour – Whole black, red and dun. All colours are of equal merit. 

A small amount of white is allowed but only on the underline, udder area, 
organs of generation and the tassel of the tail. White forward of the navel 
should be strongly discouraged.  

3. Head – Broad between the eyes tapering gracefully toward a broad 
muzzle. Strong jaws with an even bite. Eyes bright and prominent. Nostrils 
should be wide and distended. Size of the head in proportion to the body.

4. Neck – Blending well into the shoulders, thick but not too short. 
Head should be carried well above the spine.

5. Horns – Dexters may be horned or polled. When not disbudded, 
dehorned or polled, the horns should be moderately thick with an inward, 
slightly upward curve. Bulls should not have as much of an upward curve 
as the cow. Removal of the horns should not be penalized in the show ring. 

6. Body – Breast prominent, chest floor wide, well sprung ribs, wide 
across the loin, quarters thick and deep, broad full hips, well rounded fleshy 
rump. Straight level topline with the tail set level with the spine. When 
viewed from the rear, tail should run straight from the spine. Straight level 
underline. Good width between the front and back legs. Legs should be 
moderate length, in proportion to body size, squarely placed under the body, 
wide apart and perpendicular when viewed from the rear. Feet should have 
short toes, be deep heeled, level soled. The length of the back from shoulder 

to tail set should be the same or greater than the height of the animal at the 
shoulder. 

● Cows – Udder should be well attached, high and wide rear attach-
ment, carried well forward. Teats of medium size, well placed on the udder, 
hang plumb and are of equal size. Strong medial suspensory ligament. 

● Bulls – Well hung testicles of even size, scrotum long and well 
away from the body.

7. Skin – Loose and pliable, hair short and sleek in summer, longer and 
thicker in winter.

8. Weight and Size – As dual purpose animals, Dexters should not 
be overly short and leggy. Overly short animals cause milking problems 
and possible mating problems. Leggy animals lose the beefy qualities. Both 
extremes should be strongly discouraged. 

● Cows
At four years old, cows should not exceed 850 pounds. Height should 

be between 36 and 44 inches at the hip. 
● Bulls

At four years old, bulls should not exceed 1,100 pounds. Height should 
be between 38 and 46 inches at the hip. Overly large and tall animals or ex-
tremely small, short animals are to be strongly discouraged as suitable breed-
ing stock. Dexters in Canada are eligible for registration in accordance with 
the rules set out in the Canadian Dexter Cattle Association Constitution.

NOTE: Guidelines are for breeding, selecting and judging purposes.

– Compiled by Canadian Livestock Records Corporation

B.C. 10 12 19 0 0
Alberta 58 37 18 0 0

Sask. 26 29 13 0 0
Manitoba 7 15 10 0 0
Ontario 33 30 34 2 2
Quebec 4 1 2 0 0

New
Brunswick 0 0 2 0 0

P.E.I.
United 
States

0

0

1

0

1

0

0

2

0

0

TOTALS 138 125 98 2 3

PROVINCE REGISTRA-
TIONS

TRANSFERS STANDARD
MEMBERS

ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS

JUNIOR
MEMBERS

CANADIAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSOCIATION STATISTICS FOR 2011

Willie & Dorothy Kadatz, AB...................38
Allyn & Rita Nelson, AB...........................11
Sarah & Hugh Neufeld, SK......................8

Shannon Burnard &
Neal Wilson, AB...................................6 
Silverglen Farm, ON..................................4

Joyce Vanlenthe, ON.................................4
Morris & Susan McLachlan, SK................4

Who registered the most Dexters in 2011?
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Canadian Livestock Records Corporation
CANADIAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSOCIATION

FEE SCHEDULE
Effective Jan. 1, 2012

ADD 13% HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF NB, ON AND NL
ADD 12% HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF BC
ADD 15% HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF NS

ADD 5% GST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF ALL OTHER PROVINCES

MEMBERSHIP
Annual membership ...........................................................................................................................................................$50
Annual membership for a new member or a member rejoining after a lapse of three years or more ................................$25
Junior membership .............................................................................................................................................................. $5
Associate membership (non resident) ................................................................................................................................$50
REGISTRATION OF ANIMALS:  N.B. All male calves must be DNA typed in order to be registered.
Males and females up to 24 months of age........................................................................................................................$30
Males and females 24 months and over.............................................................................................................................$40
Registration of a Cdn born animal previously registered in a recognized foreign association (including all transfers) ......$25
Registration of a Canadian born animal previously registered in a recognized foreign association (10 or more in the same 
submission) (including all transfers) ...................................................................................................................................$15
Registration of an imported animal .....................................................................................................................................$50
Registration or transfer of an embryo .................................................................................................................................$15
Change of name of recorded animal ..................................................................................................................................$30
Registration of a herd name (prefix) ...................................................................................................................................$20
Registration of tattoo letters................................................................................................................................................$20
Transfer of a herd name .....................................................................................................................................................$25
Registration of lease ...........................................................................................................................................................$30
Transfer of tattoo letters .....................................................................................................................................................$25
Transfer of ownership (live animals) ...................................................................................................................................$25
Transfer of ownership of 5 to 10 animals from same seller to same buyer in same submission  ......................................$20
Transfer of Ownership of 11 animals or more from same seller to same buyer in same submission ...........................$17.50
Each transfer of lease or ownership to wind up an estate or where a parent takes a son or daughter into partnership, or 
where a son or daughter enters into partnership with a parent to one of his or her children, or forms an incorporated com-
pany within an immediate family, or where a partnership is dissolved and a transfer made of the partnership animals to one 
or more continuing partners, provided there is no financial consideration involved ......................................................$12.50
Replacement of lost, destroyed or unobtainable certificates ..............................................................................................$20
New certificates ..................................................................................................................................................................$20
Reject fee ...........................................................................................................................................................................$15
Rush fee (except for export) ...............................................................................................................................................$15
NON MEMBERS ......................................................................................................................................................................
Fees are double that of members’ fees for all transactions
Subscription to newsletter only ...........................................................................................................................................$15

IF AN ANIMAL IS SOLD BEFORE BEING REGISTERED, THE REGISTRATION AND EACH
CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP IS CHARGED FOR AT THE REGULAR RATE.

Fees are to be paid by VISA, Master Card or by cheque or money order payable to:
CANADIAN LIVESTOCK RECORDS CORPORATION, 2417 HOLLY LANE, OTTAWA, ON    K1V 0M7

Telephone: (877) 833-7110 or (613) 731-7110 Fax (613) 731-0704
E-mail: clrc@clrc.ca  Internet: www.clrc.ca 


