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FROM THE DIRECTORS
By Ruth Stone
Well, this will likely be the last report that
I will be sending so I wanted to make sure to
thank everyone who has stayed with the association though thick and thin and wish to
encourage them to continue on with our wonderful breed of cattle.
If the Spain exports work out that will be
a tremendous boost for the entire breed as it
will give some compensation to producers
and help with the ongoing costs of registration, transfers, etc.
I hope we can all rally round and collect
enough animals for shipping as it will be interesting to see how everything works out
over the next few years.
In the northeastern part of Alberta, five
4-H members are showing crossbred calves
this year at their show and sale. Allyn Nelson
and I hope to attend and will be supporting
these 4-Hers with a small donation, either

cash or gift certificate, in order to encourage repeats. I think this is a wonderful opportunity to see how the Dexters perform in
the ring and at the sale. Previous competitors
have done very well at the sale although not
so well in the show portion, due mostly to
the apparent lack of information on the breed
characteristics.
Anyway, I wish everyone the best of luck
with their animals and I look forward to seeing old friends and meeting new ones at the
various Dexter functions to come. It was a
great pleasure working with all the boards
of directors and our esteemed secretary, Ron
Black, and I look forward to the AGM in August.
Hope to see you there!
Best regards to all,
Sincerely,

By Cathy Heinzelman
Hello to all Dexter members. I hope your
season is going well, with healthy happy
calves and a good crop of pasture.
Here in the Cariboo we could use more
moisture. The earth is dust-dry and it doesn’t
bode well for the fire season. I think we’d
even take some of the snow they’ve been getting in Alberta!
I am writing to ask that people consider
letting their name stand for a directorship at
the AGM. This association is run by volunteers ( well, with the expert assistance of Ron
Black and the fabulous people at CLRC ) and
it can only be as good as you make it. It entails a few hours on the phone in a conference
call, and the time at the AGM, but it impacts
all Dexter owners in Canada.
If you can’t give your time to help with the
ins and outs of the association, please write a
short article about how you got into Dexters,
or some of your favourite moments ... or even
frustrations ... and send it along to the newsletter. We are happy to have photos as well,
and we are running a photo competition!
We are currently reviewing the semen
sources advertised in the newsletter. If you
have semen for sale and are interested in advertising please contact the vice-president,
Mary Ann Stevenson, with your information.
If you are looking for semen, please contact
her as she is collecting this information.

Semen is available at Alta Genetics, telephone 1-800-465-8858; Rare Breeds Canada,
telephone 905-344-7768 and Judy Moseley,
telephone 780-675-3831.
Also, that if people are interested in reading about the PHA gene, there is an excellent
article on the American Dexter website at
http://wwwdextercattle.org/genPHA.htm
At this time, it is purely voluntary for
owners/breeders to add the PHA information
to their advertising, or to submit the information to the association.
I am happy to report that there are going
to be Dexter T-shirts available for sale soon,
along with the aprons and small knives, and if
someone knows a source for interesting promotional items, please send it along.
The upcoming AGM is going to be interesting. Sounds like lots of planning is being done and that will make for a very good
weekend, with lots of information and ideas
around.
I encourage any who are able, to attend.
It’s wonderful to meet other Dexter enthusiasts, and to hear how they may be dealing with
the things life has thrown their way, such as
tough economic times and bad weather with
poor feed. But on the sunny side, these small
cattle are hardy and so much fun to work with.
Respectfully submitted,

Ruth

Cathy

CDCA Newsletter June 2010

3

FROM THE DIRECTORS (cont.)
By Allyn Nelson
It has been an interesting spring,
weather-wise – hot, cold, rain, snow, but
then as we say, it’s Alberta. If you are in
the southern part of Alberta, I hope that
things are getting back to normal and that
your livestock losses were none or few.
We calve in May and it has gone fairly
well. Two of the older heavy milkers came
down with mastitis, meaning they had to
be stripped out several times a day and
given medicine once a day for about 10
days. A small black calf occupied a large

cardboard box in the kitchen about four or
five days as well, at this time.
Thank you to Willie Kadatz for putting
steers in Olds again this year. Stats can be
found on their website under steer-a-year
program.
Our local 4H beef club show and sale
is this coming week. Ruth Stone and I
plan on attending. We are told there are
five half Dexter steers in this show and we
plan on recognizing these Dexter owners
for choosing a Dexter steer.
Plan to attend the annual meeting –

your input is important. It is a chance to
connect with other Dexter people – maybe
find solutions to one or two of those small
nagging problems that have been bugging
you.
Chatting with other Dexter owners is
always interesting and who knows, that
new idea may work for you. This year
there will be a cattle show, with a chance
to show off your animals to a most appreciative crowd.

In the September 2009 newsletter, I discussed my plans for dealing with Pulmonary
Hypoplasia Anasarca (PHA). Since that time
I have tested all my Dexter herd except for
the calves whose tail hair is still too short to
pull.
The tests found the bull, one cow and two
heifers were PHA carriers. As I said earlier,
that meant the bull has an appointment with
the abattoir this May. The two heifers that
tested positive had been bred to the PHA
positive bull, so now I had to wait and see
what happened.
In December 2009, one of the heifers
aborted her calf. This meant that the calf inherited the defective gene from each parent.
At least with an early abortion the heifer easily slipped the calf and had no ill effects, leav-

ing us with a healthy adult cow.
The second heifer did not have as good
an outcome. She carried her pregnancy full
term. She was not abnormally large during
her pregnancy, but rather everything seemed
normal. Late day April 24, 2010 she went
into labour, two days after her due date. On
April 25, 2010 we called the vet as the calf’s
head was too large and misshapen to deliver
normally. The vet advised against a Caesarean birth because the calf was so large and
the operation would be too complicated. We
would probably lose the cow anyway. We decided that the humane thing to do was to put
her down and bury her here on our farm.
Having lived through such a difficult day,
I would not like to see another breeder experience this. I urge everyone to make sure their

bulls are tested and free of this lethal gene.
The results of breeding carrier to carrier are
emotionally, and financially tough. Paying
$26 to test your bull for PHA is certainly
worthwhile.
The Canadian Dexter Cattle Association
is aware of the problem in the Canadian herd.
As members we need to advocate for the testing of all our bulls. If all Canadian bulls were
required to be tested and found PHA free before registration was completed, the disaster I
just lived through would be prevented. With
our bulls free of this lethal genetic defect,
Dexter buyers could trust the safe arrival of
calves. This would give the Dexter breeders
a good name.
Evelyn Wilton
Portage la Prairie, MB

Allyn

The lethal PHA gene

CDCA Directors
Roles and Responsibilities

All board members should:
● Be familiar with the Canadian Dexter Cattle Association Constitution.
● Uphold the interests of the CDCA and its membership.
● Act in good faith and in the best interests of the CDCA by avoiding conflict of interest situations.
● Be prepared for and actively participate in meetings. Develop a working knowledge of meeting
procedures.
● Maintain confidentiality of board business.
● Speak positively of the CDCA to the public.
● Deal with the public and each other in a fair, ethical and straightforward manner.
● Educate and inform new Dexter owners and the public about the Dexter breed and the CDCA.
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See you at the AGM!
2010 Dexter Association AGM
August 14, 2010, Merrickville, Ontario
This year the annual general meeting is
being hosted by Ontario Dexter breeders
in the beautiful, historic town of Merrickville. Merrickville is a scenic village on the
Rideau Canal lock system about one hour
northeast of Kingston and an hour southwest
of Ottawa.
The meeting and dinner will be hosted
at Eliden Farm, 13351 Co Rd 15, seven
kilometres south of the village. A meet
and greet will be held Friday evening at
the farm.
Saturday, our meeting day, will be kicked
off with coffee and a keynote speech from
Terry Devries, a teacher from the University of Guelph, Kemptville Campus, on the

how to’s of artificial insemination, following which we will be holding a very exciting auction of a few, important Dexter bulls,
not otherwise readily available! Read the full
listing pages 6-7, and think about the great
contribution one of these bulls would make to
your breeding plan!
After our association meeting, we will
enjoy a light lunch and a great “virtual”
Dexter cattle show. We have decided to
have our exhibition, through member videos, uploaded to the Internet and voted on
by the membership! For the first time, Dexters from across Canada can participate at
the same AGM! There will also be a dressup or funniest video class, so get those
kids and grandkids involved! Rules with
a “how to show” diagram and deadline for

In Merrickville

with shower. A full breakfast will be provided
with your room, $50 per person. Marc and
James are your hosts! (All rooms are convivially located upwind of the manure pile and a
short cow path away from the conference!)
See you at the farm!
jamarfarm@gmail.com
●●●
Dan and Anouk’s Summer Camp
613-269-4332

entries follows and the voting “how to’s”
are explained on the facing page.
Finally, we will cap off our AGM with
a big dinner and BBQ, featuring delicious
grass-fed Dexter beef (of course!) in a hot and
cold buffet. A full menu, with prices for lunch
and dinner, are on the next page.
This event has great potential for being a
fun way for us to take care of our association
affairs and meet and greet each other at the
dinner/social following the big day!
Please indicate your interest in attending
in order to claim local accommodations as
well as helping us to prepare the BBQ! For
a list of local accommodations or to reserve,
please contact Liz Dickie at eliden@elidenfarm.com
See you at the AGM!!!

Places to stay at the AGM
Mill Isle Bed and Breakfast 613-269-3627
http://www.bbcanada.com/millislebb
●●●
Aincroft House 613-269-4497
http://www.aincrofthousebb.com/
●●●
Baldachin Inn
http://www.baldachin.com/
●●●
Lion’s Club Campground
http://e-clubhouse.org/sites/merrickvilleon/page-7.php
●●●
Merrickville Bed and Breakfast
613-269-2618
http://www.bbcanada.com/12431.html
●●●
The B&B at 142 Rideau St.
613-269-3586
http://www.bbcanada.com/11642.html
●●●

In the countryside!

Jamar Farm
613-269-3428
For your convenience during your AGM,
we are offering three double rooms in our turn
of the century farm house. Two bedrooms
with a double bed and one with a queen bed.
The shared bathrooms, one on the lower level
and one on the upper level. Lower level bath
includes large Jacuzzi tub and the upper bath

A beautiful new cabin, built in a mature
wooded forest. One room with a double bed
and pullout sofa, will sleep four or even five
with the camp bed. Cooking facilities, clean
new outhouse, fuel, ice and water provided for
$100/night. Have an adventure at the AGM!
On-site camping at Eliden Farm!
Reserve early… Merrickville is a very
busy tourist destination in the summer
months!
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The menu ...
We will be serving a light
lunch of sandwiches, salads
and deserts with coffee and tea,
(available throughout the day)
Dinner
Appetizer: A selection of

cheeses, made by Ontario Dexter
Breeders, with antipasti.
Main Buffet: BBQ’d grass
fed Dexter beef roast, smoked
farm raised chicken, a selection
of salads and a hot buffet includ-

ing spicy beef dish, hot rice and
selection of vegetables, breads
and Dexter butter.
Dessert: Crème Caramel and
Mille Fois.
Coffee and tea, cash bar

with wine available – $45 per
person for both lunch and dinner.
RSVP Liz Dickie at
eliden@elidenfarm.com
See you at the AGM!!!

Video show entry rules
Digital video should not be more than
five minutes long. Submit your entries to
gushue_8@sympatico.ca or mail to: Charlotte’s Web Farm 1648 Carmel Line, RR#2
Millbrook, Ont L0A 1G0
By submitting, you agree that the animal
represented is in fact that animal.
Eligibility: You must be a member in
good standing of the CDCA and all entries
must be registered with the CDCA. Entries must be received no later than Aug. 1,
2010. Voting will take place from Aug. 7 to
Aug. 14 and winners will be announced at
the AGM. Have fun and good luck. Video

will be posted to the Ontario chapter’s site:
http://www.wix.com/OntarioCDCA/Ontario-CDCA. Voting is open to members of
the CDCA.
Classes:
1. Bull Calf (Born Jan. 1/2010 to present)
2. Bull yearling (Born Jan. 1/09 to Dec.
31/09)
3. Heifer Calf (Born Jan. 1/2010 to
present)
4. Heifer yearling (Born Jan. 1/09 to Dec.
31/09)
5. Male – 2+ year-old bull (born before
Jan. 1/08)

6. Female – 2+ year-old cow (Born before
Jan. 1/08)
7. Breeders Herd – a group of four
animals bred by the exhibitor, both sexes
represented, must be exhibited in previous
classes. All animals must be owned by the
exhibitor.
8. Get of Sire – a group of three animals,
both sexes represented, must be exhibited in
previous classes. All animals must be owned
by the exhibitor.
9. Best dressed – use your imagination!
For more information, see the latest
CDCA mail-out.
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AI bull auction listing
Bull photographs published with generous permission of Sandi
Thomas, Thomas’ Dexters, Antelope, Oregon and Judy Mosely. Lucifer’s daughters photo was kindly submitted by Judy Mosely

Bradner Hilltop Dunston #304-D
Dun, horned bull, tested chondrodysplasia and PHA free.
Height 101.5 cm (40 inches) at two years, known for daughters
with higher milk yield, improved udder attach and produces calves
with improved length and meat yield.
Two straws at auction kindly offered by Charlott’s Web Farm, reserve price $55 each straw, winning buyer takes both.
Transfer fees, shipping and handling charges responsibility of buyer.
●●●
Hiyu Renown Magician (USA) #10108
Black horned bull, tested Chondrodysplasia and PHA free.
Height – 42” at 2 years
Weight – 1,000 pounds at two years
Known for daughters higher milk yields and improved udder attachments. Dam, Hiyu Madrigal II, produced four gallons/day.
Two (2) straws at auction, kindly offered by Marion Clements, Burfoot Dexters, reserve price $45 each straw, winning buyer takes both..
Transfer fees, shipping and handling charges responsibility of buyer.

Magician heifer calf

●●●

Lucifer of Knotting – #95-R
Red, horned bull, tested chondrodysplasia and PHA free.
Known for improved milk yields and better udder attachments in
daughters.
Two (2) straws at auction kindly offered by Becky Bemus and Phil
Smith, Roving Winds Farm, reserve price $45 each straw, winning
buyer takes both.
Transfer fees, shipping and handling charges responsibility of
buyer.

Lucifer daughter
●●●
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AI bull auction listing (cont)
chondrodysplasia and PHA free.
Height – 42 inches at seven years
Weight – 1,000 pounds
This very long and deep bodied bull is known to produce calves
with higher meat yield and length. He will also bring down herd size.
Two straws at auction kindly offered by Marion Clements, Burfoot
Dexters, reserve price $25 each straw, winning buyer takes both.
Transfer fees, shipping and handling charges responsibility of
buyer.

Riverhill Dusk Enchanter #278
Black, horned bull, who carries dun, tested chondrodysplasia and
PHA free.
Two straws at auction kindly offered by Becky Bemus and Phil
Smith, Roving Winds Farm, reserve price $25 each straw, winning
buyer takes both.
Transfer fees, shipping and handling charges responsibility of
buyer.
●●●
●●●
Wee Gaelic Mr. O’toole (USA) #5741
Horned dun bull, tested chondrodysplasia and PHA free. Known
for improved length and meat yields in your herd.
Two straws at auction kindly offered by Charlott’s Web Farm, reserve price $55 each straw, winning buyer takes both.
Transfer fees, shipping and handling charges responsibility of
buyer.

Trillium Cluny #48
Horned, black bull who carries dun, progeny of the original Woodmagic imports, Woodmagic Beaver and Woodmagic Waxwing, tested

Dexter Dairy Bar
will return next
issue

Contest for milkers!

The CDCA wishes to recognize Dexter dairies.
All people who milk Dexter cattle are invited to submit a story and photo about their milking experience. Documents will be published in the newsletter and entrants will be eligible to
win a promotional item. Tell the membership how you trained your Dexter to milk and what
you do with the product.
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Advertising Rates
Size..............................Member..........................Non-Member
1/8 page............................. $7.35................................. $14.70
1/4 page............................ $13.65................................ $27.30
1/2 page............................ $26.25................................ $52.50
Full Page........................... $47.25................................ $94.50
Business card.....................Member..........................Non-Member
1 issue.............................. $7.35................................. $14.70
4 issues............................ $26.25................................ $52.50
-------------------Prices include GST
All ads are printed at the discretion of the CDCA Board of Directors
All advertising must be PAID IN ADVANCE
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Guidelines for Dexters

1. General
The Dexter is a dual purpose animal with both beef and dairy qualities. In judging, both of these qualities are essential.
2. Colour
Whole black, red and dun. All colours are of equal merit. A small
amount of white is allowed but only on the underline, udder area, organs of generation and the tassel of the tail. White forward of the navel
should be strongly discouraged.
3. Head
Broad between the eyes tapering gracefully toward a broad muzzle. Strong jaws with an even bite. Eyes bright and prominent. Nostrils
should be wide and distended. Size of the head in proportion to the
body.
4. Neck
Blending well into the shoulders, thick but not too short. Head
should be carried well above the spine.
5. Horns
Dexters may be horned or polled. When not disbudded, dehorned
or polled, the horns should be moderately thick with an inward, slightly upward curve. Bulls should not have as much of an upward curve
as the cow. Removal of the horns should not be penalized in the show
ring.
6. Body
Breast prominent, chest floor wide, well sprung ribs, wide across
the loin, quarters thick and deep, broad full hips, well rounded fleshy
rump. Straight level topline with the tail set level with the spine. When
viewed from the rear, tail should run straight from the spine. Straight
level underline. Good width between the front and back legs. Legs
should be moderate length, in proportion to body size, squarely placed
under the body, wide apart and perpendicular when viewed from the

9

rear. Feet should have short toes, be deep heeled, level soled. The
length of the back from shoulder to tail set should be the same or
greater than the height of the animal at the shoulder.
● Cows
Udder should be well attached, high and wide rear attachment,
carried well forward. Teats of medium size, well placed on the udder,
hang plumb and are of equal size. Strong medial suspensory ligament.
● Bulls
Well hung testicles of even size, scrotum long and well away from
the body.
7. Skin
Loose and pliable, hair short and sleek in summer, longer and
thicker in winter.
8. Weight and Size
As dual purpose animals, Dexters should not be overly short and
leggy. Overly short animals cause milking problems and possible mating problems. Leggy animals lose the beefy qualities. Both extremes
should be strongly discouraged.
● Cows
At four years old, cows should not exceed 850 pounds. Height
should be between 36 and 44 inches at the hip.
● Bulls
At four years old, bulls should not exceed 1,100 pounds. Height
should be between 38 and 46 inches at the hip. Overly large and tall
animals or extremely small, short animals are to be strongly discouraged as suitable breeding stock. Dexters in Canada are eligible for
registration in accordance with the rules set out in the Canadian Dexter Cattle Association Constitution.
NOTE: Guidelines are for breeding, selecting and judging purposes.
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CDCA Promotional Items

Apron: White, with eight-inch
screened logo on bib................ $20
Bag: Unbleached cotton, Dexter
patch......................................... $10
BBQ Set: 12-piece stainless,
plastic case............................$32
Hats: Ball – cotton, black or dun
with Dexter logo........................ $20
Knife: Wood inlay handle, 2¾-inch
blade, in pouch, logo..................... $15
Shipping included in price,
but price may vary.
Please make cheque payable to Canadian Dexter Cattle Association
T-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies
available.
To place order, please contact:
Cathy Heinzelman
250-747-3864
nstar@goldcity.net

CANADIAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSOCIATION
STATISTICS FOR 2009
PROVINCE

REGISTR- TRANSFERS STANDARD ASSOCIATE JUNIOR
ATIONS
MEMBERS MEMBERS
MEMBERS
B.C.
11
10
13
0
0
Alberta
54
83
23
0
1
Saskatchewan
27
9
13
0
1
Manitoba
13
21
7
0
0
Ontario
45
38
27
0
0
Quebec
4
5
8
0
0
United States
0
0
0
1
0
TOTALS
154
156
91
1
2
– Compiled by Canadian Livestock Records Corporation

-Compiled by Canadian Livestock Records Corporation
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Any special
Dexter pix?
Do you have your cows trained to sit up and beg for
cookies?
Maybe your bulls are trained to tight walk on their
fence, or possibly they are just too darn cute not to take a
picture of …
Well then, why not enter your best photos in the Canadian Dexter Cattle Association Photo Contest?
Photos must be received by June 30, 2010. They can be
e-mailed to Neal Wilson at wilneal@gmail.com or if you
are not using the Internet, then hard copies can be mailed
to:
Neal Wilson
Box 2011
Brooks, AB
T1R 1C7
If you are sending the pictures electronically, then we
would want the maximum resolution to be 300 pixel/inch
with a width of 1260 pixels.
All the pictures will be judged at the Annual General
Meeting in August with all prizes being either awarded
there or sent out at the conclusion of the contest.
All entries will become the property of the Canadian
Dexter Cattle Association and as such may be used for
other promotional activities as the board of directors sees
fit.
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Canadian Livestock Records Corporation

CANADIAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSOCIATION
FEE SCHEDULE

Effective June 13, 2009
ADD 13% HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF NB, NS AND NFLD
ADD 5% GST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF ALL OTHER PROVINCES

MEMBERSHIP
Annual membership........................................................................................................................................................50.00
Annual membership for a new member or a member rejoining after a lapse of three years or more.............................25.00
Junior membership............................................................................................................................................................5.00
Associate membership (non-resident).............................................................................................................................50.00
REGISTRATION OF ANIMALS: N.B. All male calves must be DNA typed in order to be registered.
Males under 24 months of age........................................................................................................................................20.00
Females under 12 months of age....................................................................................................................................20.00
Males 24 months and over..............................................................................................................................................40.00
Females 12 months and over..........................................................................................................................................40.00
Registration of a Canadian born animal previously registered
in a recognized foreign association (including all transfers)............................................................................................25.00
Registration of a Canadian born animal previously registered
in a recognized foreign association – 10 or more in the same submission (including all transfers)................................15.00
Registration of an imported animal..................................................................................................................................50.00
Registration or transfer of an embryo..............................................................................................................................15.00
Change of name of recorded animal...............................................................................................................................30.00
Registration of a herd name (Prefix)...............................................................................................................................20.00
Registration of tattoo letters............................................................................................................................................20.00
Transfer of a herd name..................................................................................................................................................25.00
Registration of lease........................................................................................................................................................30.00
Transfer of tattoo letters..................................................................................................................................................25.00
Transfer of ownership (live animals)................................................................................................................................25.00
Transfer of ownership of five to 10 animals from same seller to same buyer in same submission................................. 20.00
Transfer of ownership of 11 animals or more from same seller to same buyer in same submission..............................17.50
Each transfer of lease or ownership to wind up an estate or where a parent takes a son or daughter into partnership,
or where a son or daughter enters into partnership with a parent to one of his or her children, or forms an incorporated
company within an immediate family, or where a partnership is dissolved and a transfer made of the partnership
animals to one or more continuing partners, provided there is no financial consideration involved................................12.50
Replacement of lost, destroyed or unobtainable certificates...........................................................................................20.00
New certificates.............................................................................................................................................................. 20.00
Reject fee........................................................................................................................................................................15.00
Rush fee (except for export)............................................................................................................................................15.00
NON-MEMBERS
Fees are double that of members’ fees for all transactions
Subscription to newsletter only........................................................................................................................................ 15.00
IF AN ANIMAL IS SOLD BEFORE BEING REGISTERED, THE REGISTRATION AND EACH
CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP IS CHARGED FOR AT THE REGULAR RATE.
Fees are to be paid by VISA, Master Card or by cheque or money order payable to:
CANADIAN LIVESTOCK RECORDS CORPORATION
2417 HOLLY LANE, OTTAWA, ON K1V 0M7
Telephone. (613)731-7110 Fax (613)731-0704
E-mail: clrc@clrc.ca
Internet: www.clrc.ca

