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FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT
By Adrian Hykaway
Well, the Christmas season is upon us. Most
everyone has some snow, while others have already more than they feel is their share with more
to come and April is a long way off. I hope the
storms haven’t caused any hardships as some of
the storms aren’t just snow. Rains in B.C., especially on Vancouver Island, have some people
concerned. We as farmers – big or small – have
always overcome these obstacles and challenges,
but it would be nice to have a few years that are
average and not have to tax our energy to the limit.
Thinking back over the 12 years that we
have had Dexters there have been a lot of good
times, from the first time of bringing them home
and waiting until the calves were born, to the
first time of selling a steer or the surplus heifers,
and someone actually wanting to buy a breeding bull from us and later to hear back from
them how pleased they were with that bull. The
sad times, when the sale arrangement was completed and the animals were loaded on someone
else’s trailer and may not be seen again or to
have the interaction with the personality of a
particular Dexter, as we all know they do have
their own unique personality.
Of course, there were some, well I won’t
have to deal with that personality again, but
in our case, those were the only ones that did
end back at our place or someone’s place nicely
wrapped, frozen and not having personality
issues with someone else.
Over the years our biggest and most urgent
challenge was and still is marketing – is our
price too low or high, how do we get the word
out, where do we advertise and at what cost, are
our explanations well understood, will there be
repeat customers and if not, are they really telling us the truth when they say “we don’t eat
as much beef any more” and don’t really tell
us about what turned them away from becoming a repeat customer. We do have some repeat

customers that really appreciate our Dexter beef
and compliment our Dexters and us. We have
also found that since raising Dexters is relatively easy we can easily end up with too many,
which was the case these past few years. We
had a giveaway price almost a year ago in January/February and didn’t sell one Dexter, but
things changed during the summer and fall and
we managed to reduce our herd to 27 animals.
We would like to thank all the Dexter owners
that bought animals from us this year and over
the years.
What wonderful times CDCA annual general meetings are. You get to meet other Dexter
owners and possibly even some of their Dexters, share stories, exchange ideas and you do
this in person so you can see their expressions
and enthusiasm. The AGM also presents an
opportunity to see different parts of Canada.
We’ve been to all of them since we first bought
our Dexters. We weren’t members at first, but
were encouraged to attend.
One of the concerns during the last AGM
was the limited amount of available Dexter
semen for AI breeding. Even though there was
a good number of Dexter owners attending the
AGM, it would be good to know how much interest there is across Canada for Dexter semen
or is it mostly just an Ontario interest. There are
some great bulls here in Canada and if the interest is high some of these owners might be
willing to have these bulls collected. The cost is
quite high and time consuming to get this done.
Also, the CDCA board could investigate
the possibility of importing semen from out of
country. I for one don’t know all of the hurdles
to importation, but that’s what the board is for.
If the majority of members want this to happen,
let us know.
Hope you were able to enjoy the Christmas
season and the New Year.

Adrian

FROM THE DIRECTORS
By Allyn Nelson
Only a few days till Christmas! Seems
Thanksgiving was just last week.
Farmfair is over for another year. The present
state of the livestock market seems to have
prompted a renewed interest in a smaller, easy
to manage animal who eats less. We had several
very interested visitors. We had very nice weather, which made the travelling easier and the daily

walk to and from night tie-outs pleasant.
Thanks to Adrian, who once again brought us
square hay bales.
I hope you all had a merry Christmas and I
wish you a prosperous new year. If you were
travelling, I hope you had a safe trip and arrived back home safe and sound.

Allyn

CDCA Newsletter December 2010

3

FROM THE DIRECTORS (cont.)
By Cathy Heinzelman
I would like to let folks know that the
Hello to all!
job of director is important, and that people
Winter is upon us, variable weather all need to get involved in order to make the
over our province, from freezing rain, snow association a body that can work for your
and heavy wind to flooding and very wet fields farm/ranch and the breed. There aren’t a lot
at the coast. Our local weather is good at the of hours of volunteer work needed and it is
moment, there’s been rain on top of snow so interesting to meet people from all across
folks heading to the
the country who
back country should
share a mutual adbeware the avalanche
miration of Dexter
danger.
cattle.
I had a trip out
Please consider
to Farmfair in Edletting your name
monton in Novemstand when the time
ber to see some of
comes.
the other Dexter
We’ve got the
directors and to
farm settled for the
help present Ruth
winter, although we
Stone with a small
do have to get more
token of appreciahay in, it being such
tion for her years
a dry year here and
as a director of the
with the fire situaSupport 4-H
CDCA. We had a
tion throughout the
chance to see lots of
range land there is a
cattle and it was great to see the Dexters shortage of feed. It was so hot and dry here
represented.
and then we had weeks of smoke. It was difI was happy to get home in between ficult to be outside during the middle of the
winter storms. That Highway 16 is a long day.
road! I hit black ice east of Prince George
The cows are snuggled in for winter,
and lost the passenger window to a rock have grown their heavy coats and whiskers
just north of home.
and a sunny day has them frisking about

making me worry about them slipping on
ice. We have three rascals that slip through
the fence and use the bull’s lunch as a
climbing toy, playing “King of the Castle.”
Once we get a pile of snow they are not so
energetic.
I would also like to remind members
that their annual membership fees are due
at the end of the year and encourage them
to renew. I have been asked many times this
year about the availability of animals, for
milking as well as beef, but one of the difficulties I run into is that unless folks are
members of the Canadian Dexter Cattle Association I cannot find them. I know they
are out there, but maybe they don’t register
their stock or trade their animals off, and as
a result it is difficult to recommend them to
other buyers.
We have a great service (thanks, Rita!)
of providing an info package to interested
people and it would be great to have more
members involved.
Another reminder is that we have promotional items for sale. Please check out the ad
elsewhere in the newsletter!
I hope everyone had a happy Christmas
and I wish you all the best for the new year!
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy

CDCA Directors
Roles and Responsibilities
All board members should:
● Be familiar with the Canadian Dexter Cattle Association Constitution.
● Uphold the interests of the CDCA and its membership.
● Act in good faith and in the best interests of the CDCA by avoiding conflict of interest
situations.
● Be prepared for and actively participate in meetings. Develop a working knowledge of
meeting procedures.
● Maintain confidentiality of board business.
● Speak positively of the CDCA to the public.
● Deal with the public and each other in a fair, ethical and straightforward manner.
● Educate and inform new Dexter owners and the public about the Dexter breed and the
CDCA.
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FROM THE SECRETARY-TREASURER
By Ron Black
First of all, I hope that everyone has (or
had) a very merry Christmas and a happy
New Year and some relaxation time during
the holidays.
Membership renewal notices have been
mailed out, and several members have al-

ready sent in their fees for 2011. If you have
not already done so, please take that moment
to write the cheque and mail it to Canadian
Livestock Records Corporation in the envelope provided, or go to www.clrc.ca, click on
On-Line Services, and then on Renew Membership to renew and pay by credit card.

The number of registrations and transfers
of Dexters in 2010 is running at almost identical numbers to 2009.
Until next time:
Sincerely,

I got my first Dexter – Wilo (which is
short for Wilomena) just after March break,
2010.
We had to drive three hours north to bring
back our Dexters and I had to halter break

her. They were scared of us at first but after
a while, training them every other day, they
got used to us.
Wilomena was never fond of being
shown. In fact she didn’t like it at all. Going

into the show ring was a different challenge
every time. Wilomena likes to sleep in. I
know that because when I was showing her at
the Rockton World’s Fair I had to get her up
at 5:45 a.m. and she was standing on her feet
from then on.
It was later when I (everybody) saw the effects of that. At
1:30 I was showing her and all
of a sudden she lies down in the
middle of the show ring and goes
to sleep. So the crowd is laughing, the judge is announcing the
winners and my cow is lying
down in front of everybody.
It took about six people and
five minutes to get her back up
again. From then on she was
grumpier than she already was
and mad at me because we got
her up from her power nap.
We thought after that she had
had enough, so we bought her a
bull. Since we are not allowed
to show cows in 4-H, my parents have bought another Dexter
heifer for me to train. This time I
have a head start and more training skills. In two years I hope I
will be training Wilo’s calf for
the fall fair.
Joshua Madill
Puslinch, Ontario

Asleep at the fair

Joshua Madill proudly poses with his Dexter heifer Wilomena (Wilo).

Supplied photo

Ron

CDCA Newsletter December 2010

5

Torri shows her stuff
It is March 2010 and I’m getting my
first heifer. My heifer’s name is Wicktorri
(short form, Torri). She has quite a personality. She can be a bit bossy and stubborn and
often throws her weight around, especially if
you’re walking with a grain bucket. She is
often known for head butting me so I spill the
grain, though she is very calm once you have
her in the halter and working with the show
stick. She is a great heifer and I’m glad to
have shown her at the Rockton World’s Fair
for my 4-H project. This is the story of Torri
and me.
Torri came to the farm while I was not
around. So, as I’m sure many kids would be,
I was excited to truly meet and work with my
heifer. At first my ambitions were to work
with her every day and get her ready to show
at the fair, but of course other events got in
the way – getting home late from school,
going to England and out in the city with
friends or family. After a while training got

more difficult. Torri started understanding
what was going to happen and stayed with
the group. A bucket of grain would often
make her think twice of what to do. After a
few months, things just got easier and easier
and Torri enjoyed walking and grooming and
the washes on hot summer days. At the end
she knew she would wind
up with a bucket of grain.
Slowly, with the help of my
4-H leaders, I learned what
it takes to become a showman, having the sprays, halters and blow drier. I knew I
was prepared for the fair in
the upcoming months
It finally came time to
show my heifer. I was so excited my alarm went off at 5:30 in the morning and I bounced right out of bed. My dad
and I caught Torri and tied her to the back of
the trailer, gave her a bucket of grain and she

Jason Cullen with his Dexter heifer Wicktorri (Torri).

was happy. We got all the supplies, put Torri
in the trailer and off we went.
I got to the fair and had to wash Torri.
She didn’t look too appreciative as it was
freezing cold in the morning and there was
no warm water! I combed her down, gave
her water and hay and started to make her
look nice. I used my combs,
sprays and blow drier to
finish the job. While I’m
waiting for my show, with
Torri looking nice and
time to spare, I took a look
around. My heifer was
so small compared to the
others! But, oh well, showing is showing and what
can I say?
It came time for my age group to show
our heifers and I’m super nervous, and of
course Torri is in heat!! I think to myself –
this will be harder than it seems. There are
three in the first group and we try
to impress the judge for first place.
I came third because Torri was in
heat and jumping around and missing our new bull, Ualter. I still
got a ribbon, though! I feel great
about my finish knowing I did well
and had friends and family saying
words of encouragement. My next
two finishes brought me no awards
but it brought an end to my first
year showing Dexter heifers.
With a long day ahead of us at
the fair I gave Torri lots of hay and
water for her great job in the judging area. After a while we loaded
Torri into the trailer and headed
home to the farm after a great day
at the fair.
Now Torri lives happily in our
fields with her two stepsisters –
one a heifer, another cow and our
bull. Also I should start to think of
a name for the new calf coming as
Torri has been bred. I think this has
been a great experience and I cannot wait until I can train our newest
member of the herd, Xaviera, for
next year’s fair and hopefully have
as much fun as I did last year.
Jason Cullen
Supplied photo
Puslinch, Ontario
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Dexter Dairy Bar
By Liz Dickey
Christmas is coming and I thought
that some of you might have cheese
making books on your wish list! I have
four books and three reference books
and so I thought that I would let you
know what they were and how useful
(or not) I have found them.
●●●
Making
Great Cheese
at Home, by
Barbara
J.
Ciletti, is a
beautiful picture book. The
recipes, however, are time
consuming
and onerous.
$23
The
author
really doesn’t explain too much about
the process or the affinage (ripening) of
the cheese. This is a book that can stay
on the shelf
at my place.
I really don’t
recommend
it to anyone
who is serious
about making
cheese.
●●●
H o m e
Cheese Making, by Ricki
$17
Carol, third edition, is a good all round cheese making
book. Lots of info about what you are doing and some about why you are doing it.
The recipes are still a little too time consuming for my tastes
but definitely this edition is a better read
than the one I have
from 16 years ago!
●●●
The
Cheese
Makers Manual, by
M. Morris is great!
Although
there
$45
aren’t a lot of reci-

pes, all of the major types of cheese
have been addressed. And what is
great is that for the first time, we see
the recipes, the same as the industrial
ones but pared down for the home
cheese maker! Margaret also has loads
of information on cultures, really handy
for understanding your cheese. What
is missing, though, is any information
on the affinage, (aging) and also, no
index! This drives me crazy! But, all in
all, I highly recommend this book.
●●●
200 Easy Homemade Cheese Recipes, by D. Amrein-Boyes, is a beautiful
inexpensive addition or beginning book
for cheese makers! The recipes are easy
and quick, the same as Morris’s and the
pictures are
gorgeous,
the same as
Ciletti.
She
has wonderful
troubleshooting tips
for each type
and, most of
all, her directions for the
proper
affinage
are
comprehen$18
sive! This is
invaluable for the beginner and experienced alike. Most of the information this
book contains we were forced to learn
through trial and error. There are some
small problems with it, though – some
directions in a few recipes are incomplete
and so, if the reader doesn’t remember
the generic directions in the front of the
book, then the recipe won’t work. Also,

I think that more time could have been
spent on the lactic cultures and technical
stuff, but as a beginner book, which it
claims to be, it is wonderful! I highly recommend this book.
●●●
As far as my
reference books
go,
Cheese
and Fermented
Foods, by Kosikowsky & Mistry,
is a reprint edition from New
England Cheese
Making
and
$75
about 30 per cent
of the original cost! This is the cheese
making textbook that was written for the
course at Cornel
University.
Together with the
American Farmstead Cheese,
by
Kinsteadt,
they are my invaluable tools.
They are really
technical
and
if you are interested in the bio$40
chemistry of milk,
then they’re a must for you. If you aren’t ...
well, they will bore you to tears!
●●●
The World Encyclopedia of Cheese,
by J. Harbutt, is a pleasure to behold
and a fascinating read! If you are unsure
about
how a cheese
is made, and
experienced,
one look at the
cheese as well
as the description underneath
is all you need.
However, even
for the per$32.50
son who loves
cheese and doesn’t want to make it,
this book is for you!
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By Liz Dickey
Velcheata! It’s homemade process cheese food without
the plastic!
For this recipe, I
first made a four litre
batch of farmhouse
cream cheese:
● 4 litres whole
milk, cow or goat,
warmed to 23 C.
● Mix in 1/2 tsp
Meso II or III culture (I
use a whisk).
● Dilute two drops of rennet in 1/4 cup of cool water and
then mix into your cheese milk.
● Let sit at room
temperature for about
16 hours or until the
curd has separated
from the sides of the
pot and there is whey
floating on the top of
the curd.
● In a clean cheesecloth lined colander,
drain your curd for another 16 hours at room temperature.
When your curd has drained the next day, you are ready to
make the cheese.
● In an electric
mixing bowl, put the
cheese curd, 2 tsp sea
salt (the rate is 1 tsp
per pound and 4 litres
of milk yields about
two pounds), 3 tsp
baking soda and then
beat until light and

7

fluffy and shiny.
● Let the mixture
rest for 30 minutes.
Now, you are ready to
melt your cheese mix,
so melt 2 tbs of butter
in a heavy sauce pan
over low heat and then
mix in the cheese and
stir until completely
melted.
● When melted,
pour mixture into a
mold or glass bowl.
I opted for a glass
bowl.
Chill through and
then slice.
I added some
peppers to this at the
melting stage!

Contest for milkers

The CDCA wishes to recognize Dexter dairies.
All people who milk Dexter cattle are invited to submit a story and photo
about their milking experience. Documents will be published in the newsletter
and entrants will be eligible to win a promotional item. Tell the membership
how you trained your Dexter to milk and what you do with the product.
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WELL DONE, RUTH

Supplied photos

Ruth Stone, above photo, is presented with a custom-made show
halter in recognition of her 10 years of service the the CDCA. She
shows off her halter later, right photo.

Guidelines for Dexters

1. General
The Dexter is a dual purpose animal with both beef and dairy qualities. In judging, both of these qualities are essential.
2. Colour
Whole black, red and dun. All colours are of equal merit. A small
amount of white is allowed but only on the underline, udder area, organs of generation and the tassel of the tail. White forward of the navel
should be strongly discouraged.
3. Head
Broad between the eyes tapering gracefully toward a broad muzzle. Strong jaws with an even bite. Eyes bright and prominent. Nostrils
should be wide and distended. Size of the head in proportion to the
body.
4. Neck
Blending well into the shoulders, thick but not too short. Head should
be carried well above the spine.
5. Horns
Dexters may be horned or polled. When not disbudded, dehorned or
polled, the horns should be moderately thick with an inward, slightly upward curve. Bulls should not have as much of an upward curve as the
cow. Removal of the horns should not be penalized in the show ring.
6. Body
Breast prominent, chest floor wide, well sprung ribs, wide across
the loin, quarters thick and deep, broad full hips, well rounded fleshy
rump. Straight level topline with the tail set level with the spine. When
viewed from the rear, tail should run straight from the spine. Straight
level underline. Good width between the front and back legs. Legs
should be moderate length, in proportion to body size, squarely placed
under the body, wide apart and perpendicular when viewed from the

rear. Feet should have short toes, be deep heeled, level soled. The
length of the back from shoulder to tail set should be the same or
greater than the height of the animal at the shoulder.
● Cows
Udder should be well attached, high and wide rear attachment,
carried well forward. Teats of medium size, well placed on the udder,
hang plumb and are of equal size. Strong medial suspensory ligament.
● Bulls
Well hung testicles of even size, scrotum long and well away from
the body.
7. Skin
Loose and pliable, hair short and sleek in summer, longer and
thicker in winter.
8. Weight and Size
As dual purpose animals, Dexters should not be overly short and
leggy. Overly short animals cause milking problems and possible mating problems. Leggy animals lose the beefy qualities. Both extremes
should be strongly discouraged.
● Cows
At four years old, cows should not exceed 850 pounds. Height
should be between 36 and 44 inches at the hip.
● Bulls
At four years old, bulls should not exceed 1,100 pounds. Height
should be between 38 and 46 inches at the hip. Overly large and tall
animals or extremely small, short animals are to be strongly discouraged as suitable breeding stock. Dexters in Canada are eligible for
registration in accordance with the rules set out in the Canadian Dexter Cattle Association Constitution.
NOTE: Guidelines are for breeding, selecting and judging purposes.
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Let’s meet at the fair
October 15 marked the third successful
Dexter show at the Northern International
Livestock Show (NILE) in Billings, Montana. The number of Dexters shown has
grown each year. This year there were 34
animals from five different states (Idaho,
Montana, Nebraska, South Dakota and
Utah) representing the breed. The weather
was perfect. All of the breeders and animals enjoyed the sunshine and 70-degree
temperatures.
Space was a challenge this year due
to a large tornado in May that did severe
damage to the largest building in the Metra
Park. The staff of the NILE did a remarkable job of using other facilities on the
grounds to ensure that the show and rodeo
had maximum participation and minimal
interruptions. All cattle were shown under
a “big top” that had been erected and, as
usual, all of the Dexter breeders pitched
in to help each other in the staging area

to make the show go smoothly. The new
Milking Dexter class was well received
and helped to emphasize the dual purpose
nature of the breed.
This year was also notable for the increased number of spectators that came for
the show. Carol and Jerry Nash, our show
superintendents, deserve a big thanks for
the job they did in setting up and running
the show. They spent many hours during
the course of the year attending meetings
and making sure that the breeders had the
necessary information to have a good experience in Billings. Also, in what has become a tradition of the NILE, the breeders
got together for dinner the night before the
show. It is a great time to meet new people
and to catch up with old friends.
Being part of a commercial cattle show
gives Dexters great exposure to a large
agricultural audience. The dual purpose
nature of the breed and the quality of the

animals received the most positive comments. It was noted several times that
“there are a lot more 40-acre places than
4,000-acre places” and Dexters were the
perfect fit for those smaller operators.
We would certainly like to see this
show continue to grow and flourish.
Peggy and I have recently become associate members of the CDCA and would like
to see increased interactions between the
American and Canadian associations. We
would like to extend a personal invitation
to CDCA members to come to Billings,
Montana and make this a true international
show. If you are looking for a fall show
with a great atmosphere, come join us at
the NILE.
Jim and Peggy Woehl
High Pines Dexters
Hot Springs, SD, USA
Woehlsx4@gwtc.net
605-745-4755
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CDCA Promotional Items

Apron: White, with eight-inch
screened logo on bib................ $20
Bag: Unbleached cotton, Dexter
patch......................................... $10
BBQ Set: 12-piece stainless,
plastic case............................$32
Hats: Ball – cotton, black or dun
with Dexter logo........................ $20
Knife: Wood inlay handle, 2¾-inch
blade, in pouch, logo..................... $15
Shipping included in price,
but price may vary.
Please make cheque payable to
Canadian Dexter Cattle Association
T-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies
available.
To place order, please contact:
Cathy Heinzelman
250-747-3864
nstar@goldcity.net
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Advertising Rates

Size..............................Member..........................Non-Member
1/8 page............................. $7.35................................. $14.70
1/4 page............................ $13.65................................ $27.30
1/2 page............................ $26.25................................ $52.50
Full Page........................... $47.25................................ $94.50
Business card.....................Member..........................Non-Member
1 issue.............................. $7.35................................. $14.70
4 issues............................ $26.25................................ $52.50
Deadlines for ads: September issue – Aug. 20; December issue – Nov. 20;
March issue – Feb. 20; June issue – May 20
Prices include GST
All ads are printed at the discretion of the CDCA Board of Directors
All advertising must be PAID IN ADVANCE
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Canadian Livestock Records Corporation

CANADIAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSOCIATION
FEE SCHEDULE

Effective June 13, 2009
ADD 13% HST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF NB, NS AND NFLD
ADD 5% GST TO ALL FEES FOR RESIDENTS OF ALL OTHER PROVINCES

MEMBERSHIP
Annual membership........................................................................................................................................................50.00
Annual membership for a new member or a member rejoining after a lapse of three years or more.............................25.00
Junior membership............................................................................................................................................................5.00
Associate membership (non-resident).............................................................................................................................50.00
REGISTRATION OF ANIMALS: N.B. All male calves must be DNA typed in order to be registered.
Males under 24 months of age........................................................................................................................................20.00
Females under 12 months of age....................................................................................................................................20.00
Males 24 months and over..............................................................................................................................................40.00
Females 12 months and over..........................................................................................................................................40.00
Registration of a Canadian born animal previously registered
in a recognized foreign association (including all transfers)............................................................................................25.00
Registration of a Canadian born animal previously registered
in a recognized foreign association – 10 or more in the same submission (including all transfers)................................15.00
Registration of an imported animal..................................................................................................................................50.00
Registration or transfer of an embryo..............................................................................................................................15.00
Change of name of recorded animal...............................................................................................................................30.00
Registration of a herd name (Prefix)...............................................................................................................................20.00
Registration of tattoo letters............................................................................................................................................20.00
Transfer of a herd name..................................................................................................................................................25.00
Registration of lease........................................................................................................................................................30.00
Transfer of tattoo letters..................................................................................................................................................25.00
Transfer of ownership (live animals)................................................................................................................................25.00
Transfer of ownership of five to 10 animals from same seller to same buyer in same submission................................. 20.00
Transfer of ownership of 11 animals or more from same seller to same buyer in same submission..............................17.50
Each transfer of lease or ownership to wind up an estate or where a parent takes a son or daughter into partnership,
or where a son or daughter enters into partnership with a parent to one of his or her children, or forms an incorporated
company within an immediate family, or where a partnership is dissolved and a transfer made of the partnership
animals to one or more continuing partners, provided there is no financial consideration involved................................12.50
Replacement of lost, destroyed or unobtainable certificates...........................................................................................20.00
New certificates.............................................................................................................................................................. 20.00
Reject fee........................................................................................................................................................................15.00
Rush fee (except for export)............................................................................................................................................15.00
NON-MEMBERS
Fees are double that of members’ fees for all transactions
Subscription to newsletter only........................................................................................................................................ 15.00
IF AN ANIMAL IS SOLD BEFORE BEING REGISTERED, THE REGISTRATION AND EACH
CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP IS CHARGED FOR AT THE REGULAR RATE.
Fees are to be paid by VISA, Master Card or by cheque or money order payable to:
CANADIAN LIVESTOCK RECORDS CORPORATION
2417 HOLLY LANE, OTTAWA, ON K1V 0M7
Telephone. (613)731-7110 Fax (613)731-0704
E-mail: clrc@clrc.ca
Internet: www.clrc.ca

